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A Brief History of Sims-Almont Lutheran Parish

The Sims-Almont Lutheran Congregations have shared the same pastor
since the Almont Congregation was established in 1915. In 1957 a parish
board was formed consisting of five trustees from each congregation. This
board meets periodically to take care of the parish needs.

The Sims Congregation is known as the oldest Lutheran congregation
west of the Missouri River in North Dakota. It was organized in September
1884. A parsonage was built and services were held in the upper floor until
the church was built in 1898. In the early years parishoners came to Sims for
worship services by horse drawn buggies and wagons. Some of these
traveled up to a fourteen mile distance.

The pastor resided in the Sims parsonage until 1952, when a house in
Almont was purchased for the pastor’s residence.

In 1956 a new church was built in Almont and in 1965 the parish built a new
parsonage located in the same block as the new church.

A spirit of cooperation between the two congregations has been very good
through the years. Joint services are often held and for several years a joint
choir and joint men’s chorus sang in both churches.

The membership in both churches is gradually diminishing which is the
trend in all of the smaller communities.

We enjoy a close relationship with the other denominations. The Sims/
Almont Lutheran Parish, Saint Mary, Queen of Peace Catholics and the
Almont Wesleyans have held joint Thanksgiving services for the past ten
years.
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Sims Sunday School
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ALMONT
CONGREGATION

BAHM, WILLIAM & JANET BOND, RICHARD & EUNICE BETHKE, WILLIAM
Jessica, Edward
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CHRISTIANSON, FLOYD & AGNES DAWSON, KELLY & MARCY DAWSON, ORA DAWSON, WENDAL
Andrea, Kendra, Kevin

FELAND, CALVIN FELAND, LESTER & PAT . FELAND, MARSHALL & LAVYRL
Sue, Mark Curt, Cathy

FELAND, RUDOLPH & IDA FELAND, TIM HANSEN, NDRMAN & NETTIE HOOVESTOL, HAZEL
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HUNTER, LEONARD & LAVONNE
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OLSON, VICKI
Erica, Allison

PETERSON, SIG & MARJORIE

KILEN, FRANCES
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NAGEL, HATTIE

RITZ, LERDY & BONNEE

KILEN, RUTH
Orletta, Loren

OLSON, ERIC

PETERSON, EUGENE & GINGER
Robyn, Dale, JoAnn

RITZ, LYNNEA, SHERRY
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LEITEL, REV. JOHN & RUTH
Ann, Mary, Adam, Micah

OLSON, JOEL & JILL
Jenny, Jackie, Jeb

RITZ, MARVIN & CAROL



THORSON, EUGENE & BERNICE

WANSTROM, BEATRICE

THORSON, HARVEY & WILMA

WILLMAN, DAVID

SMITH, GRACE

THORSON, MARY JANE
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WILLMAN, MARGIDO & CAROLINE
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THOMPSON, KEVIN & LYNETTE
Justin, Shanon, Kendra, Brekka

TRAXEL, ROBERT & AMY



SIMS
CONGREGATION

BENDER, DON & LORNA JOHNSON, JOEL & DONNA
Monica

e .- | | L
LARSON, JAY & TRACY LARSON, LUCILLE MONSON, CORA NELSON, RODNEY & TERI
Amanda, Devon, Rilie Annika, Lafe

f

OLIN, ORVAL & RUTH DLIN.THf:\Y 5 C#HU'LE RAMSLAND, TOBIAS WANSTROM, CHARLES
oby, Josl

RT.2 = BOXTB
WORTIINGTON. MN 25187
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ALMONT

SUBMITTED
PHOTOS

KILEN, HELEN

SIMS

SUBMITTED
PHOTOS

JOHNSON, NORMAN

CHRISTIANSON, CLARA

A

REINHARDT, COLLEEN

WILLMAN, ELMER
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KILEN, DWIGHT

5 o
- B

JOHNSON, B

RYAN
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CONFIRMED MEMBERS

ANDERSON, Clayton
ANDERSON, Jim
ANDERSON, Larvel & Jeanette

BAHM, William & Janet
BENDER, Don & Lorna
BERRY, Peggy

BETHKE, Timothy
BETHKE, William

BOND, Lee

BOND, Lynn

BOND, Richard & Eunice
BOND, Tom

BUMANN, Alvin & Muriel

CHRISTIANSON, Clara
CHRISTIANSON, Floyd

DAWSON, Kelly & Marcy
DAWSON, Levi & Eva
DAWSON, Ora

DAWSON, Wendal

FELAND, Art & Marie
FELAND, Calvin
FELAND, Cathy
FELAND, Clinton
FELAND, Cynthia
FELAND, Inga

FELAND, Lester & Pat
FELAND, Marshall & LaVyrl
FELAND, Olaf

FELAND, Rudolph & lda
FELAND, Susan
FELAND, Tim

FRANCK, Lisa

HANSEN, Norman & Nettie
HANDEGARD, Lars & Louise
HOGAN, Robert & Mildred
HOOVESTOL, Hazel

HUNTER, Leonard & Lavonne

JACOBS, Shawn
JACOBSON, Kenneth
JOHNSON, BRYAN
JOHNSON, GRANT
JOHNSON, JOEL & DONNA
JOHNSON, KAY
JOHNSON, NORMAN

KILEN, Dwight
KILEN, Frances
KILEN, Helen
KILEN, Loren
KILEN, Orletta
KILEN, Ruth
KILEN, Roxanne

LARSON, Jay & Tracy
LARSON, Jake & Virginia
LARSON, Joel

LARSON, Lucille

LEITEL, Ann

LEITEL, John & Ruth

MONSON, Cora
MORTENSON, Clifford
MORTENSON, Irene
MORTENSON, Lloyd

NAGEL, Hattie
NELSON, Rodney & Teri

OLIN, Delia

OLIN, Orval & Ruth
OLIN, Ray & Carole
OLIN, Toby

OLSON, Beverly
OLSON, Bruce & Vicki
OLSON, Eric

OLSON, Joel & Jill
OLSON, Leonard & Janice
OLSON, Peter
OLSON, Scott

OLSON, Tom
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PETERSON, Alvin & Lorene
PETERSON, Eugene & Ginger
PETERSON, George
PETERSON, Robyn
PETERSON, Roman & Lillian
PETERSON, Sig & Marjorie

RAMSLAND, Tobias

RITZ, Leroy & Bonnee

RITZ, Lynnea

RITZ, Marvin & Carol

RITZ, Minnie

RITZ, Monty

RITZ, Sherry

REINHARDT, Colleen
REINHARDT, John
REINHARDT, LeRoy & Connie

SAILER, Angie

SAILER, Jim & Diane
SAILER, Shelly

SCHAAF, Laurie
SHANNON, Don & Marion
SMITH, Elmer & Grace

THIEL, Kim

THIEL, Sam & Elvira
THOMPSON, Kevin & Lynette
THORSON, Eugene & Bernice
THORSON, Harvey & Wilma
THORSON, Mary Jane
TRAXEL, Robert & Amy
TIMPE, Brad

TIMPE, Robert & Char

WANSTROM, Beatrice
WANSTROM, Charles
WANSTROM, Kerry

WILLMAN, David

WILLMAN, Edward & Noreen
WILLMAN, Elmer

WILLMAN, Margido & Caroline
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CONGDON
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2ND AT STATE STREET
P 0. BOX 485

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 50613
PHONE (3189) 266.7578
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